"A Technical Measure'

to penetrate into the capital without defending it until they
are utterly exhausted.

It seems when mobilisation was decreed in Russia the
German Ambassador, Count Pourtale*s, rushed off to the Czar
and asked him not to sign the order, and the Emperor replied:
"It's already been done, but this is only a technical measure !!"

Berlin, <)th-2ist September, 1914.

In spite of all denials the evacuation of Lemberg has been
a great defeat for the Austrians to whom they were obliged
to send four Prussian army corps to start the battle again.
The first which lasted ten hours took place entirely on my
Son-in-law's property -which they say is absolutely ravaged.

Four Russian armies are advancing on Austria and Northern
Prussia where at first things were going very badly. They
had to send German troops and General Hindenburg who
was in France. As the matter was urgent they gave him a
coach and an engine and he made this long journey in twenty
hours.

As far as I can understand it seems a great battle has been
going on for two days before Paris. What will the outcome
be ? I am trembling with anxiety as to the final result.
Here all is 'hidden from us and people talk about their enemies
with such flisriafn that it's really scandalous.

They maintain that the Emperor would like a quick peace.
He would like to spare France and even not enter Paris. It
would be a good idea, but I do not believe the military party
will permit him, to act in this generous way. Several people
however would even like to have an alliance -with France
and get their own back on the English and Russians. Cer-
tainly France wouldn't want this. She will never go back
on her allies and she would not have violated a neighbouring
country as they have done here with Belgium. A propos of
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